
 

Backwards By Design Unit Plan Template  
 

 
Title of Unit:  Resources and Wealth Research 

Unit 

 
 

Grade Level:  Grade 5 

 

 
Subject: Social Studies 

 
 

Time Frame:  3 weeks, 12 classes 

 

 
Developed By:  Regan Luypaert 

 

 

Stage 1 - Identify Desired Results    

Learning Outcomes 
Should be identified by designation (e.g., USC 7.1, DM 7.8) and ideally, will be written in student-

friendly language – words that you can share with the students so they know what it is they are trying 
to achieve. These outcomes identify the ‘Big Ideas’ of this plan for learning.  
 

RW 5.1 Explain the importance of sustainable management of the environment to 

Canada’s future.   

Explain what will happen to our environment if we do not use our resources in sustainable 

ways.  

I can explain how resource use affects the environment.  

 
Key Understandings 
What understandings about the big ideas are 
desired? (what you want students to understand & 

be able to use several years from now) 
What misunderstandings are predictable? 

Questions for Deep Understanding 
What provocative questions will foster inquiry 
into the content? (open-ended questions that 

stimulate thought and inquiry linked to the 
content of the enduring understanding) 



Students will understand that... 
 

- That there is a difference between 

renewable and non-renewable resources. 

- There are a variety of non-sustainable 

practices that humans engage in.  

- Sustainable practices affect the economy. 

- Extraction and use of resources impact 

the environment  

- Everyone can make a difference.  

- Create a list of non-sustainable practices. 

- Consequences of non-sustainable 

practices on resources.  

- Give examples of policies and actions 

that contribute to sustainability. 

 

 

- We can make predictions based on 

current data and statistics. 

- Predictions are based on patterns and 

trends 

- Canada is change 

- Worldviews impact our use of resources. 

 

 
Related misconceptions… (what are three examples 
of false understandings that students might have 
related to these key understandings that you are 
most likely going to have to address – e.g., people 
who are mentally ill need to just suck it up!) 
  

Content specific…. 
 

1. How are renewable and non-renewable 

resources different and how does this 

difference impact their sustainability? 

2. Why do humans engage in non-

sustainable practices? 

3. How can we live in a more sustainable 

way? 

4. How does extracting and use of 

resources impact our environment? 

5. How can we make a difference? 

1. How do we make predictions? 

2. I can we use current data to predict the 

future? 

3. How does worldview impact our 

choices? 

4. Is/how is Canada changing? 

FNMI, multicultural, cross-curricular… 
 

- Lorax by: Dr. Seuss 
- Honouring the Buffalo by: Judith 

Silverthorne 

Knowledge: 
What knowledge will student acquire as a result of 
this unit?  This content knowledge may come from 

the indicators, or might also address pre-requisite 
knowledge that students will need for this unit.  

Skills 
What skills will students acquire as a result of 
this unit?  List the skills and/or behaviours that 

students will be able to exhibit as a result of 
their work in this unit.  These will come from 

the indicators. 



Students will know... 
- Examples of renewable and non-

renewable resources.  

- Examples of non-sustainable practices. 

- Examples of what will happen if we 

don’t become more sustainable.  

- Sustainable policies and actions 

 

- Interpret data, graphs, statistics. 

- How to make predictions and support 

them. 

- Change in industries. 

 

 

Students will be able to… 

- Take one resource as an example 

and present the use, extraction 

process, and the effects of it on the 

environment.  Then explain 

sustainable and non-sustainable 

practices used with it. 

 

- Use past and present data of 

resources and predict future data. 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence  
Assessment Evidence  
Through what evidence (work samples, conversations, observations, performances, quizzes, tests, 

journals, presentations or other means) will students demonstrate achievement of the outcomes? 
Identify both formative and summative assessments you will use throughout the unit and indicate 

which outcome(s) each assessment will be evidence for (note that one assessment can provide 
evidence on more than one outcome). Consider including authentic performance task(s) where 

students will demonstrate the desired knowledge, understandings, and skills? (Typically, a performance 
task describes a scenario or situation that requires students to apply knowledge and skills to 

demonstrate their understanding in a real life situation).  
NOTE: You must also include one Assessment rubric for one of your identified Summative 
Assessments which clearly presents the criteria for assessment.   
 

Summative:  

RW 5.1:  

- Multi-media presentation rubric.  

Formative: 

RW 5.1: 

- Journal entries.   

- Menti-meter  

- Vocabulary quiz  

- Exit slip – have children describe, illustrate, and share examples of renewable and 

non-renewable resources. (Show examples)  

- Draw 3 ways resources or fossil fuels are being used and explain. (show example)  

- Draw and describe the resources formation process in 2 or more steps. (show 

example)  



- Under Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle flaps list ways you can reduce energy 

consumption, reuse products, and recycle material. (Show example)  

- Respond to Dr. Seuss quote 

Remember to attach one assessment rubric to this plan  
Student Self-Assessment 
How will students reflect upon or self-assess their learning? Provide at least three examples of how 

you can engage students in self-assessments. 

- Journal entries 

- Self assessment rubric  

- Explain to teacher how they found their data and explain their ruling  

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan  
What teaching and learning experiences will you use to: 

• achieve the desired results identified in Stage 1? 

• equip students to complete the assessment tasks identified in Stage 2? 

Where are your students headed?  Where have they been?  How will you make sure the 

students know where they are going?   
What experiences do the learners bring to the unit?  How have the interests of the 

learners been ascertained?  Have the learners been part of the pre-planning in any 
way?  What individual needs do you anticipate will need to be addressed? 
Learning environment:  Where can this learning best occur?  How can the physical 

environment be arranged to enhance learning?   

In this lesson plan students are working towards a better understanding of resources and 

sustainable practices of natural resources.  Throughout the unit they will explore and 

understand the various impacts that the use of resources have on the environment and better 

ways to live sustainable.  In the first initial class I will share with them a research book that 

they will be using throughout the unit to fill out to use in a final project of their choice.  

Throughout this particular research unit, I will be allowing the students time to research and 

find the information they need in order to successfully complete the outcome.  I will also 

provide them an example of the outcomes that we will be completing.   

After each class I will be taking in their research books in order to see where students are in 

the research process, and using what has been completed or not completed to lead the students 

into their next steps.  I plan to use various websites and google documents to work together to 

complete throughout the process.   

 

  
How will you engage students at the beginning of the time frame/unit? (Motivational set) 

 

In the start of the class I will have the students fill out:  

What would you do if: 

1. The furnace was never invented? 



2. Gas was never discovered? 

Using materials that represent various natural resources have the students guess what resources 

each item represents in a hangman style game. i.e. a stuffy of a wolf represents furs, block 

represent forestry. 

  
What events will help students experience and explore the enduring understandings and 
essential questions in the unit?  How will you equip them with needed skills and 

knowledge? Note: For this assignment you must include full details for five days only – see 

unit planning guidelines page. 
# Outcom

e(s) and 
Indicat

ors 

Process    
Learning Tasks/Experiences 

Assessment Resources/Ma

terials 

1 Outcom

e: RW 

5.1  

Indicato

r: (a)  

 

Set (Engagement):                              Length of Time:  

 

Have a guess the 

resource, I have 

various items that 

represent resources and 

then we will play 

“hangman” to guess.  

Car: oil and gasoline 

Wolf: fur 

Block: Forestry 

Water bottle: water 

Penny: copper  

10-15 mins 

Development:                                               Time:  

 

Reading Natural 

Resources and 

conversation 

15 mins.   

Notes/fill in the blanks 15 mins 

Learning Closure:                                           Time:  

 

Answering questions 

on slip 
What would you do if: 

1. Oil was never 
discovered for 
vehicles? 

2. The different 
energies were 
never discovered 

5 mins 

- Answe

rs on 

questi

on 

slip.  

- Conve

rsation 

on 

Natura

l 

Resour

ces 

readin

g.   

- Project

or and 

comput

er for 

Power

Point  

- Exit 

slip 

- Natura

l 

Resour

ces 
reading  



for heating 
buildings? 

 
 

2 Outcom

e: RW 

5.1  

Indicato

r:  

(a)  

 

 

Set (Engagement):                                Length of Time:  

 

Recap  

- Does anyone 

remember what 

Natural 

Resources are? 

Have on the board: 

What ones are 

resources? 

- House siding 

(vinyl) 

- Oil  

- Sunshine  

- Crayons 

- Cement  

- Silk  

- Maple tree 

- Water 

- Fish  

- Coal  

- Television  

10 mins 

Development:                                               Time:  

 
1. Read notes with 

the students  

2. Answer question 

sheet. 

3. Finish Hook by 

getting students 

to put Renewable 

and non-

renewable  

 

30 mins  

Learning Closure:                                           Time:  

 

Exit slip  

- Have the 

students 

15 mins  

- Exit 

slip  

- Notes  

- Labels  

- Exit 

slip   



describe 

renewable and 

non-renewable, 

draw and list 

examples 
 

3 Outcom

e: RW 

5.1  

Indicato

r:  

(a)  

 

 

Set (Engagement):                                Lengt
h of 
Time:  

 

Recap  

- Does anyone remember 

what Natural Resources 

are? 

Have on the board: 

What ones are resources? 

- House siding (vinyl) 

- Oil  

- Sunshine  

- Crayons 

- Cement  

- Silk  

- Maple tree 

- Water 

- Fish  

- Coal  

- Television 

Have student label the materials 

natural resource and renewable or 

non-renewable.  

10 

mins 

Development:                                               Time:  

 
Kahoot:  

https://create.kahoot.it/share/natur

al-resources-in-canada/82dfce13-

4cec-443d-88ed-fce72b3536f0 

20 

mins  

Learning Closure:                                           Time:  

 

Discuss Kahoot 5 

mins  
 

- Kahoo

t 

results  

- May 

use 

studen

ts’ 

faces 

as 

judge

ment  

 

- Compu

ters 

- Labels  

4 Outcom

e: RW 

5.1  

 

Set (Engagement):                                Length of Time:  

 

- Exit 

slip 

- Quiz  

- Quiz 

- Exit 

slip 



Indicato

r:  

(a)  

 

Review definitions of 

renewable and non-

renewable using the 

board to write down 

their reply. 

10 mins 

Development:                                               Time:  

 

Quiz – to see where 

the students are.  

(Vocab match)  

15 mins 

Learning Closure:                                           Time:  

 

Work on exit slip 

from lesson 2. 

10 mins 

 

5 Outcom

e: RW 

5.1  

Indicato

r:  

(a)  

 

N 5.1  

Indicato

r: 

     (J)  

 
 

Set (Engagement):                                Length of 
Time:  

 

https://vimeo.com/77792708  5 minutes 
Development:                                               Time:  

 

Escape room 

5 sections – 4 questions 

each. 

 

20 minutes  

Learning Closure:                                           Time:  

 

Putting in our answers, and 

solving the 4 digit codes to 

enter until finally.  

10 minutes  

 

- Result

s of 

the 

escape 

room.   

- Compu

ters for 

escape 

room 

- Questi

ons and 

questio

ns to 

get the 

four 

digit 

number 

to 

continu

e. 

6  

Outcom

e: RW 

5.1  

Indicato

r:  

(a)  

 

Set (Engagement):                                Length 
of Time:  

 

Go through research booklets. 

 

5 mins 

Development:                                               Time:  

 

In groups have students 

research resources from 

Saskatchewan such as: 

- Uranium  

- Gold 

- Peat resource  

- Helium resource  

40 mins 

 
- Resear

ch 

booklet

s 

- Compu

ters to 

researc

h 

https://vimeo.com/77792708


- Oil  

- Gas 

- Bitumen  

- Potash and salt resource  

- Coal 

- Commercial forestry 

- Iron  

- Copper 

- Zinc 

- Nickel  

- Kimberlite 

- Sodium Sulfate  

- Potassium sulfate 

- Magnesium sulfate 

- Clay  

- Livestock 

- Agriculture 

- Fishing, hunting, 

trapping, and fur 

farming 

- Bees/honey 

- Wild rice 

In each group assign 3 – 4 per 

group.  

 

Have students fill out: 

- What resource they 

searched 

- Where we can find it 

- How we use them. 
Learning Closure:                                           Time:  

 

Putting computers away and 

booklets of information.   

5 mins 

 

7 Outcom

e: RW 

5.1  

Indicato

r:  

(a)  

CR 5.2  

 

Set (Engagement):                                Leng
th of 
Time
:  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=nVl17JLn_u0  

 

2 

mins 

Development:                                               Time
:  

 

- Exit 

slip 

- Bookl

ets  

Exit sip  

Books  

Research 

booklets  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nVl17JLn_u0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nVl17JLn_u0


(a)  

 
In groups have students research 

resources from Saskatchewan such 

as: 

- Uranium  

- Gold 

- Peat resource  

- Helium resource  

- Oil  

- Gas 

- Bitumen  

- Potash and salt resource  

- Coal 

- Commercial forestry 

- Iron  

- Copper 

- Zinc 

- Nickel  

- Kimberlite 

- Sodium Sulfate  

- Potassium sulfate 

- Magnesium sulfate 

- Clay  

- Livestock 

- Agriculture 

- Fishing, hunting, trapping, 

and fur farming 

- Bees/honey 

- Wild rice 

Have students fill out: 

- What resource they 

searched 

- Where we can find it 

- How we use them. 

 

Have them try books today, and 

whatever doesn’t get done today we 

will work through tomorrow over 

the internet.   

 

40 

mins 

Learning Closure:                                           Time
:  

 

Exit slip: What three materials 

make up biomass? 

 

Make sure desks are cleared off! 

2 

mins 

 



8  

Outcom

e: RW 

5.1  

Indicato

r:  

(a)  

 

 

Set (Engagement):                                Leng
th of 
Time:  

 

Review the three fossil fuels: 

1. Oil  

2. Coal 

3. Natural gas 

 

What video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=zaXBVYr9Ij0   

 

Any questions? 

What was something really 

interesting? 

5 

minu

tes  

Development:                                               Time:  

 
On the board write: 

1. Finish booklets on resources 
in Saskatchewan  
Talk about: 
a. What groups should look 

and sound like. 
b. Map link for where 

resources are found are 
on the helpful webpage 
link (bit.ly) 

c. Talk about the link before 
and how I have added 
links to help them find 
information. 

d. Mention that I corrected 
one person’s booklet and 
that they have to make 
sure that everyone is on 
the same page, this does 
NOT mean you write it for 
your classmate, just help 
them out.  

e. If something doesn’t have 
a check mark it means 
that it still needs work.  

2. Work on a symbol that 
represents each of your 
resources to put on our own 

40 

mins 

 

- Bookl

ets  

 

- Compu

ters  

- Resear

ch 

booklet  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zaXBVYr9Ij0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zaXBVYr9Ij0


Sask. Map that will be hung 
on a bulletin board.  

3. Presentation on the 
information they found on 
each of their resources 
____________ (day).  
a. There will be a rubric.  
b. How well they presented. 
c. Group work 
d. Unique symbol. 

4. Word search, crossword 
puzzle 

 

https://bit.ly/2SxObQU  
 

Learning Closure:                                           Time:  

 
Conversation about presentation and 
what it should look and sound like.  

 

5 

mins  

 

9  

Outcom

e: RW 

5.1  

Indicato

r:  

(a)  

 

Set (Engagement):                                Length of Time:  

 

Rehearse for 

presentation  

5 mins 

Development:                                               Time:  

 

Presentations 30 mins 
Learning Closure:                                           Time:  

 

Peer evaluations  5-10 mins 
 

- Presen

tation 

rubric 

- Peer 

evalua

tions 

-materials for 

presentation 

 Outcom

e: RW 

5.1  

Indicato

r:  

(a)  

CR 5.3  

(a)  

 

Set (Engagement):                                Length of Time:  

 

Read Honoring the 

Buffalo 

20 mins 

Development:                                               Time:  

 

Talk about how the 

buffalo was a 

resource, and how 

they used sustainable 

measures and utilized 

the whole animal.    

Ask:  

15  mins  

-  - Honori

ng the 

Buffalo 

book. 

https://bit.ly/2SxObQU


Spirt 

and 

Intent 5 

What was the purpose 

of this story? 

Who told the story? 
Learning Closure:                                           Time:  

 

Ask: what was the 

coolest part of the 

buffalo that was used?  

5 mins  

 

1

0 
Outcom

e: RW 

5.1  

Indicato

r:  

     ©   

 

Set (Engagement):                                Length of Time:  

 

Read the Lorax 15 mins 
Development:                                               Time:  

 

Ask: 

1. What happened 

to the huffala 

trees and the 

environment 

when they mass 

produced the 

scarves (find 

name)? 

2. Why do you 

think we are 

reading the 

Lorax when we 

are learning 

about resources? 

 

10 mins 

Learning Closure:                                           Time:  

 

Exit slip.  – respond to 

“unless someone like 

you cares a whole awful 

lot nothing is going to 

get better, it’s not.” 

5-10 mins 

 

- Exit 

slip  

- Exit 

slip  

- Lorax 

book 

1

1  
 

Outcom

e: RW 

5.1  

Indicato

r:  

 

Set (Engagement):                                Len
gth 
of 
Time
:  

 

Watch:  15 

mins 

- Respo

nse to 

the Dr. 

Seuss 

quote. 

- Compu

ter for 

projecti

on 

- Graphi

c 

organiz

er 

- quote 



     © https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=amDNovg9f0o 

 

Start at 1:06 

Fill out the “graphic organizer”  

- 3 ideas from each area of 

social development.  
Development:                                               Time

:  

 

- Events of The Lorax  

- Cause and Effects  

- Perhaps in groups of 2 or 3  

 

Make question sheet:  

- What effect do the Truffala 

Trees have on the animals? 

- What effect does the 

characters have on the 

animals and environment? 

- What do you think Dr. 

Seuss wants people to get 

from this book? 

 

25 

mins  

Learning Closure:                                           Time
:  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=qUTmgFdIotE  

 

Project the quote on the board and 

problem solve what it means to the 

individual students.   

 

Give them back their sheet to write 

more or to change their answer.  

15 

mins  

 

1
2  

 

Outcom

e: RW 

5.1  

Indicato

r:  

(a)  

 

Set (Engagement):                                Length of Time:  

 

List ingredients for 

muffins on the board.  

- Ask what do 

you think these 

items make? 

- What 

ingredients are 

10 mins 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amDNovg9f0o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amDNovg9f0o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qUTmgFdIotE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qUTmgFdIotE


USC 5.1  

(I)  

natural 

resources? 

- Do you think 

these make up a 

healthy snack?  
Development:                                               Time:  

 

Discuss how our food 

comes from natural 

resources, and how 

fresh grown and 

unprocessed snacks are 

healthy.  

10 mins  

Learning Closure:                                           Time:  

 

Hand out the muffins  5 mins  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Considerations 

Learning Alignment: 
Is there alignment between outcomes, performance assessments, and learning 

experiences? 
I believe that my activities were connected to all of the outcomes that I had got to teaching, through 

this process I was hoping to get through a lot more indicators that I had gotten to.  Additionally, I 

never did get around to teaching the Honoring the Buffalo lesson, I have included it in to show where I 
had hoped to include it, and how I was hoping to include in into my unit and outcomes.  As teaching 

my first unit I have really learnt that everything takes time, and even if you have well laid out lessons 
that include the time, there is never enough time in the teaching day to get through everything that 

you hope to.  For instance with the Honoring the Buffalo, since I missed the opportunity to teach it 

specifically to my unit we had planned to teach it as an English or Art lesson as well and still never got 
to it.   
Adaptive Dimension:  
Have I made purposeful adjustments to the curriculum content (not outcomes), 

instructional practices, and/or the learning environment to meet the learning needs and 

diversities of all my students? 

I can honestly say that I really tried to teach to and accommodate all of my students, however, 

the three-week block isn’t a long enough period to learn all of your students’ needs.  For 

instance, I have a student with really poor comprehension and when reading the Lorax she 

took nothing away from that, even when talking to her and walking her through the book one 

on one, so I question that if I could have showed the movie would it have helped her 

comprehension, as a classroom teacher I would have the possibility of showing the Lorax 

movie during lunch as on option to plan ahead to the reading.  Other than one student, I learnt 



that accommodation to help students could be putting them in groups, reviewing, or providing 

different expectations. 
Instructional Approaches:  
Do I use a variety of teacher directed and student centered instructional approaches? 

Honestly, I wanted to be a lot more creative then I was in my teaching strategies and wanted my 

students to carve the path, we just didn’t get there.   
Resource Based Learning: 
Do the students have access to various resources on an ongoing basis? 

They used various materials, online, computer, and books throughout this unit.   
FNM/I Content and Perspectives/Gender Equity/Multicultural Education:  
Have I nurtured and promoted diversity while honouring each child’s identity?  

I tried promoting an “all are welcomed” and that as long as students try that’s all I can ask.  I would 
commend students on taking risks and challenges, and tried inspiring them through feedback and 

during activities.  As for the course content, I am beyond disappointed in myself because of the lack of 

Treaty Education that I got to, I was really hoping that I would include that because it is such an easy 
connection to resource and wealth and for some reason, some how I let time as a factor get the best 

of me.  

 
From:  Wiggins, Grant and J. McTighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development, ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (pbk) 
 


