
 

I believe because I have been educated on the history of Canada in regards to Indigenous history that it is my obligation to 

share the truth and knowledge with my future students.   

I plan to share with my students the knowledge that I carry about Indigenous history but also by sharing the 

knowledge that Indigenous peoples have with my students.  As I strongly believe that Indigenous people 

have the right to have their own voice and have the right to share their own history.   

“If there is to be reconciliation, first there must be truth.”  - Timothy B. Tyson.  

I believe as well by becoming a teacher that I am becoming a life long learner, I am fully aware that I have only began to 

know a brief part of the history of Canada and that it is my obligation to futher my knowledge in order to teach my students. 

I plan to build relationships with elders, knowledge keepers, and many people that have teachings of 

Indigenous culture, ways of knowing, and their cultural beliefs.  I would hope to become an allie with many 

Indigenous peoples in order to provide the best knowledge and teaching to my future students as I can, as 

this history is so crucial to prevent history from repeating itself.    

“The definition of the word truth in my own words is the RIGHT THING and the actual thing that Happened.” – Truth and 

Reconciliation What is it about? 

This quote is something that I strongly believe in, in teaching my future students the history that Indigenous people have 

experienced is just teaching the history of Canada, it is the right thing to do and is what truly happened so every Canadian 

should be aware of this.  Additionally, by teaching the truth and honoring Indigenous people as a teacher that will break 

down stereotypes and prejudices that students have in regards to Indigenous peoples.   

“Meeting a survivor affects me in a way I cannot even DESCRIBE – emotional and OVERWHELMING.”  - Truth and 

Reconciliation What is it about? 

This is just a small example of why it is important for us to bring in survivors, to show students the impacts and the stories 

that they have experienced, to understand the impact on each family – generation by generation.  

“[Reconciliation] It’s a survivor whose heart is WARMER than a fire, even when life is hard, and a kid who’s happy for the 

future even when they’re CRYING for the past.”   - Truth and Reconciliation What is it about? 

Truth and Reconciliation What is it about? Is a small booklet that I plan to utilize throughout my career as it is impactful and 

well written to assist teachers through teaching Truth and Reconciliation.  As the above quote states, I believe residential 

school survivors have huge hearts, and are welcoming to all people to share their knowledge and experiences with although 

they have been influenced by Canada’s history.  As well, as Indigenous students who are sad and have been impacted by the 

past but are working to a better future.  Resilience is what I see in Indigenous peoples and I believe it is a honour and 

privilege to share their history alongside them.   

I believe it is crucial for me to bring in Indigenous peoples to teach as much as they can about their history, 

but to always remember that I am no saviour so I must always approach the teaching of Indigenous history 

as an honour.  


