
 Relationship Philosophy:  

“It’s the little conversations that build the relationships and make an impact on each student.” – Robert John Meehan 

I believe teaching is not just about the curriculum but about the relationships you have with your students.  By 
showing interest in their lives, and the things they wish to share with you, shows them you can and appreciate 
them.   

I plan to show my students they matter, and the things they have to say matter by giving them attention and 
opportunity to share whatever they wish.  I also plan to pay attention to their lives everyday. 

“The strength of our student relationships makes the difference in translating our passion for teaching into their passion for 
learning.” – Beth Morrow 

Being that one person who shows your students you care, and respect them is potentially being one person who 
can teach them and who they will learn from.   

I plan to find their passion of learning through finding what they are passion about, and to discover how I can 

benefit each child through discovering how they learn best, and where they learn best. 

“Great teachers empathize with kids, respect them, and believe that each one has something special that can be built upon.” – 
Ann Lieberman  

By showing our students we understand where they are coming from, and supporting them through the decisions 
that they make shows them we respect them.  Not every student can make it to your classroom everyday, but by 
showing them you understand is just one way that may get them to want to try to be in your classroom everyday.  
It is also just as important for teachers to empathize with our classroom families, we need to understand where 
they are coming from, and the choices they make, because after all families are the students’ first teachers.  

I plan to be aware of each of my students’ home life, and the situations that they live in through building 

appreciation, empathy, and relationships with their families.  Through home visits and positive phone calls I 

plan to have open communication.  

Relationships teachers create extends beyond the classroom, relationships with families and mutual respect with families create 
supports for your students, and benefits how your students learn.  Also, families have a lot to teach you as well, you learn from 
each person you meet who will impact how you teach and make you a better teacher. 

Relationships with the community is important for your students, as the people that are in the community offer life lessons and 
important teachings for your students, getting the community involved within your classroom offers more perspective and 
understanding to your students. 

By building positive relationships with people in each area of a child’s life will benefit how you teach your 
students, and create understanding of how your students approach the world everyday.   

I plan to welcome all people from my students’ lives into our classroom, and our learning environment.  I truly 

believe that no one knows the child better than the people who take the time to have a relationship with the 

child.  As a teacher I do not assume that I know what is best for each of my students and am fully aware that 

other people (community members or family members) may have a better understanding or knowledge of what 

my students need to learn and how to teach them. 

 


